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Call or come by today to 
learn about Canterfi eld, 
Clay County’s most 
comprehensive living option!
(904) 203-6100

Canterfi eld of Clay County 
1611 Winners Circle
at 3223 Old Jennings Road 
Middleburg, FL 32068
www.canterfi eldofclaycounty.com

Villas opening in Spring 2019
Bring this ad in to waive 

the Community Fee.

  Canterfield of Clay County
An Independent and Assisted Living Community assisted living 

license #AL13006
Follow us
on facebook

Th e Canterfi eld community off ers Independent and 
Assisted Living with Memory Care, so residents 
can “age in place” safely and securely. Programs are 
designed to encourage residents to be as active – and 
as social – as they desire. 

Canterfi eld of Clay County off ers 
elegant surroundings, a caring 
professional staff  and many on-site 
amenities...all provided to enhance 
the Canterfi eld lifestyle experience.

Come see Clay County’s 
most luxurious retirement 

living community

Canterfield of
Clay County

C Cl C ’

Community
Fee Waived

URGENT CARE
HOURS OF OPERATION

 FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
5PM — 12 Midnight 

CLOSED ALL HOLIDAYS • URGENT CARE PRICES APPLY

We offer after hours urgent care for minor 
emergency services and outpatient treatment.

FOR DETAILS VISIT: CLAYHUMANE.ORG

By James Donlon
For Clay Today

JACKSONVILLE – Although the law has 
been on the books in Florida for 17 years, 
not enough drivers actually move over for 
law enforcement alongside Florida road-
ways.

With January being Move Over Month, 
the Florida Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles brought area law en-
forcement together Jan. 9 to raise aware-
ness and talk about enforcement of the 
Move Over Act. 

Enacted in 2002, the Move Over Act is 
designed to protect law enforcement and 
first responders and other public servants 
when operating on or near public road-
ways.

The act requires drivers to navigate 
away from lanes closest to traffic stops and 
utility vehicles, when possible. However, if 
the driver is unable to change lanes, they 
must reduce their speed by 20 mph.

Florida Highway Patrol Master Sgt. 
Dylan Bryan urged drivers to be aware of 
their surroundings and “move over” not 
just for law enforcement but for utility ve-
hicles as well.

“They’re in harm’s way, doing their 

daily duties and when the motoring public 
is not paying attention and causing these 
types of crashes, those are the lives that 
are being lost,” Bryan said. “Those are the 
lives that are being changed forever by the 
serious injuries they incur, or they get as a 
result from these crashes.” 

The act protects tow trucks, utility ve-
hicles and sanitation vehicles along with 
law enforcement. 

 “Basically, any company or any entity 
that would be conducting work along the 
side of our highways will be covered under 
this law,” Bryan said.  

Florida motorists received nearly 
17,000 citations in 2018 in violation of the 
Move Over Act, 36 of which were issued 
in Clay County. The number of citations 
issued has been on a steady decline over 
the past four years, with 31,000 citations 
given in 2014. 

FHP Capt. Michael Debois said that 
while the new numbers are an improve-
ment, there are still “far too many close 
calls.”

In 2018, there were a reported 231 
crashes in relation to violations of the 
Move Over Act, two of which were in Clay 
County. Since 2014, three fatalities oc-
curred from drivers not adhering to the 
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From left, Chris Padgett, public information officer for the Clay County Sheriff’s Office, joined 
Jacksonville law enforcement and FHP officials Jan. 9 to reinforce the goals of Florida’s Move 
Over Act.

FHP hopes to raise awareness 
about Move Over law

law.
Chris Padgett, public information of-

ficer for the Clay County Sheriff’s Office, 
joined Jacksonville law enforcement and 
FHP officials to drive home the Move 
Over message. He encourages drivers to 
be more cautious and aware of their sur-
roundings.

“A lot of the time motorists are dis-
tracted, there’s a lot of things that distract 
our drivers whether it be cellphones or 
GPS’s or eating or normal distractions like 
children that might be in your vehicle,” 
Padgett said.

Padgett wants residents to be particu-

larly aware of specific areas of Clay Coun-
ty. Roads with less parking lots or open 
areas to securely pull off can be dangerous 
for officers conducting traffic stops. 

“So many people will pull off the road 
or pull into the median. So, then we have 
to react to that and get in behind them and 
that becomes problematic as motorists are 
pulling into those areas,” Padgett said.

Florida motorists should expect to see 
“move over” messages displayed on state 
roads, radio stations, and social media and 
in handouts provided by Florida Highway 
Patrol Officers over the next month.


